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What's new, WKU?
State, Normal
streets
reduced to
15 MPH
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Drivers on State Street and Normal Street will have to be more
careful from now on.
As part of an effort to make
WKU’s campus safer for pedestrians, the speed limit on the portions
of State Street and Normal Street
the school acquired last spring has
been reduced to 15 mph.
Jennifer Tougas, director of Parking and Transportation, said the reduction, which affects the stretch of
State Street and Normal Street between Regents Avenue and College
SEE NORMAL PAGE A2
Girls with their families move into Pearce Ford Tower during MASTER Plan move in day on Sunday, Aug. 18. This is the first
semester the building will house only females. IAN MAULE/HERALD

PFT's sex changes
PFT moves from coed to all-girl dorm
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
After more than a decade
as a coed dorm, Pearce Ford
Tower is being switched back
to single gender. This time,
though, the building’s population is all female.
Brian Kuster, executive director of Housing and Residence Life, said the change
was made to improve PFT’s
reputation.

“When they thought of
Pearce Ford, they thought of
negative things and the building really is, quite honestly,
the nicest building we have on
campus today,” Kuster said.
“We wanted to get a fresh
start and the best way to do
that is to change the population in that building,” he said.
Kit Tolbert, director of
Housing Operations, said PFT
got blamed for a lot of incidents on campus.

“If anything happened on
campus, especially on the
South end of campus, PFT was
kind of the landmark that everyone used,” Tolbert said.
“Even if it didn’t have anything to do with Pearce Ford,
Pearce Ford got drug into it,”
she added.
Tolbert said the dorm was
once all male, but that they
wanted to take the building in
the opposite direction.
SEE PFT PAGE A2

Grise elevator
offline for
semester
BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The elevator located in Grise
Hall, a shortcut for students on their
way to class, is out of commission
for the entirety of the fall semester.
But while it may be an inconvenience for many students making
their way up the Hill, it’s a bigger
problem for students, faculty and
staff who can’t use the stairs.
In an email sent over the summer, Michelle Trawick, associate
dean for Faculty and Administration, said her office would work to
SEE GRISE PAGE A2

Canton, China
freshman Zhanpeng Liu is the
only person in
line at the new
Starbucks in
Downing Student Union by 9
a.m. on the first
day of classes on
Monday, Aug.
26.

Students buzzing about
new DSU Starbucks location
BY PAUL WATSON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM
For some students, caffeine and
college go together like peanut butter and jelly. Now that Starbucks is
here, students have another place
on campus to get their fix.
The school year has only just
begun, but students are flocking
to the new Starbucks location on
campus.
Greenbrier, Tenn. senior Ashton Hackett, and a manager at the

NEW DSU

DUC NAME
CHANGE
REACTIONS: SEE
WHAT STUDENTS,
RANSDELL HAVE
TO SAY
PAGE A6

newly-opened coffee shop.
“It feels like home,” Hackett said. “Everyone knows Starbucks.”
The new coffee shop is located
in the recently renovated portion of
the Downing Student Union. The
coffeehouse opened their doors
on Aug. 18, just in time for WKU’s
MASTER Plan.
Scottsville junior Katie Gillenwater, a Starbucks barista, said
MASTER Plan week was crazy.
SEE STARBUCKS PAGE A2

MUD RUN
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Administration looks to recruit fewer, but more qualified students
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU is experiencing many
changes this semester, prominent among them an incoming freshman class with the
highest average ACT score in
school history.
President Gary Ransdell
said the average ACT score for
incoming freshmen was 22, an
increase from 21.4 from last
year. Ransdell said it was not a
rising trend but a direct result
of more selective and higher
admission requirements. The
average GPA has also risen
from 3.14 to 3.19.
Ransdell said he wanted
WKU to decrease the number
of students that require developmental and remedial edu-

cation and plans to work more
with KCTCS.
“It’s not credit-bearing, so it
doesn’t help them complete the
required 120 hours for a degree,”
Ransdell said. “It’s expensive to
deliver, and students who require developmental ed graduate at a much lower rate than
students who do not.”
Ransdell also said WKU’s
enrollment plan for the future
will involve implementing
higher admission standards,
reducing development education, increasing international enrollment, sustaining
the current level of Kentucky
students, and recruiting more
out-of-state students.
Ransdell said because of
stricter admission requirements, enrollment is likely to

slightly decrease but will improve retention and revenue.
“It’s about quality and
quantity,” Ransdell said.
Brian Meredith, associate
vice president for Enrollment
Management, said as standards rise, more students will
be college ready.
“As you raise the standards,
you may have fewer people in
the class coming in, but at the
same time, you’re also having
a class that is college-ready
and can hit the ground running,” Meredith said. “And will
be successful as it moves from
freshman to sophomore on
into graduation.”
Gordon Emslie, provost and
vice president for Academic
Affairs, said in recent years,
WKU has been looking at

PFT

students and out-of-state students graduate at a higher rate
than Kentucky students.
“Kentucky students will be
our core, but from a quality and
revenue standpoint, we have to
increase the mix of non-Kentucky students,” Ransdell said.
Meredith said WKU plans
to work with alumni and increase recruiter activity when
it comes to attracting out-ofstate students. Meredith also
said WKU is working with institutions across the globe to
recruit international students.
Ransdell said WKU intends
to hire new full-time faculty in
the future and decrease its dependency on part-time faculty.
“We have been consistently
hiring new faculty,” Ransdell
said.

Criminal Damage 4
Terroristic threatening 1
Assault 5

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“So we said that we would
switch and make it all female
and try to begin kind of recreating the image of Pearce Ford
Tower,” she said.
To accommodate PFT’s
displaced
male
population, Poland Hall, a female
dorm last semester, has been
switched to all male.
Pikeville sophomore Kati
Stafford, an RA on PFT’s 16th
floor, said the switch to a female dorm has not brought
a lot of changes to the building since she lived there last
school year.
“It’s a little soon to tell,” she
said. “Because people are just
now moving in and classes
haven’t started yet, but it’s a
lot quieter in the hallways, I’ve
noticed.”
She also said the atmosphere of the outdoor areas
around PFT is largely unchanged. “It’s been pretty normal outside so far like with
guys and girls outside,” she
said.
Kuster said that though
WKU’s female population is
growing faster than its male
population, the switch was
not made to house an increased female presence on
campus.
“There is no net gain of female beds,” Tolbert said. “We
still have the same number of
male beds and same number
of female beds that we had
last year.”
Tolbert also
said PFT’s lobby has been remodeled to accompany the
switch.
“This summer we totally
gutted the first floor,” she said,
adding that the lobby now has
new floors, walls, and lighting
fixtures, as well as a fireplace,
which she said lends the lobby a “living room feel.”
The main entrance now
also includes a set of automatic sliding doors, though there
is another set of doors behind
it that must be unlocked if approached from outside.
Tolbert also said PFT’s
24-hour visitation policy has
been replaced with the visitation policy the other singlegender dorms have.
Kuster said the rooms in
PFT have not been modified.
He also said there is still a
learning center and a recreation center complete with
tables for pool, ping pong
and fooseball on the top floor,
though he said the game tables may be replaced after this
coming school year.
“We’re going to see if they
use those,” Tolbert said. “If
they do, we’ll leave it as is. If
they don’t, we’ll look at changing that next summer.”
Kuster said no building
modifications have been
made to Poland.
Tolbert said that by changing PFT to a female hall and
modifying the building, HRL
wants to improve people’s
perception of the dorm but
does not have a specific goal
in mind.
She said that she is already
seeing an improvement in future students’ perceptions of
the dorm.
“I gave a lot of tours down
there this summer,” Tolbert
said. “After people found out
they’d been assigned there,
they wanted to come and
take a look and they were very
pleased with what they saw.”

Composite Academic Index, a
score that combines GPA and
ACT.
“ACT is a test taken on one
day,” Emslie said. “Where a
GPA measures a cumulative
performance through high
school, and we thought it was
important to consider both
and it just turned out that this
particular combination is a
very good predictor of student
retention.”
Emslie said that the number of Kentucky high school
students projected to graduate
is declining, while some outof-state high school graduates
will increase.
“Therefore, it makes sense
to recruit in other areas,”
Emslie said.
Ransdell said international

Theft 16

Alcohol Intoxication 21

Burglary 1
Menacing 1
Drug arrest 17

DUI 62

Crime on campus from
May 1 to August 23

Crime down from spring, up from last summer
BY JACOB PARKER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Campus and the surrounding area
saw less crime than during the spring
and fall semesters, but summer crime
rates have risen for the second year.
Mandi Johnson, former communications officer for the WKU Police Department, said that lack of student traffic
during the summer always accounts for
a decrease in crime compared to fall or

NORMAL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Heights Boulevard, was made in
July.
Helen Siewers, the project manager who coordinated the change,
said the speed limit was reduced to
make WKU’s campus safer.
“The speed limit was changed
to make it consistent with the other
university-owned streets,” Siewers
said.
She said by lowering the speed
limit on State and Normal, that
stretch of road was brought “into
the campus standard.”
Bryan Russell, director of Planning, Design and Construction,
said WKU hired Arnold Consulting
Engineering Services, a Bowling
Green civil engineering firm, to give
the school a recommendation on
how to make their portions of State
Street and Normal Street safer.
“They actually prepared and put
together a little plan for Western for
that segment of roadway,” Russell
said. “We are just following their
recommendations and plans.”
Tougas said the lower speed limit
is one of several phases WKU plans
to implement to make the school
safer for pedestrians.
Siewers said other measures
have been implanted or are in the

STARBUCKS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
“Starbucks is an internationally
recognized company, and so people
who come to WKU from all over the
country and the world want to buy
our products,” Gillenwater said.
Students may find it to be a convenient stop en route to classes, according to Louisville freshman Katie Sirohman.
“It’s awesome having it on campus because you don’t have to
drive,” she said.
Ann-Marie Raley, a freshman from
Louisville, indicated she will be stopping by the coffeehouse often, as well.
“It’s really convenient because
I didn’t bring a coffee maker to my
dorm,” she said. “I think I will come
here a lot, especially when classes
start.”
Gabby Sachs, a graduate stu-

spring semesters.
“Whenever the students go home for
the summer, our numbers reduce." she
said, "Our population is there, but it’s not
as intense and heavy as it is during the
school year.”
Last semester, there were 183 reports
of illegal activity by the WKU Police Department. During the summer, however,
there were only 89 reports. Of the 89,
only 22 occurred on the main campus,
while the remaining incidents occurred

process of being implemented to
increase safety, such as widening
sidewalks and increasing the visibility of street signs.
Russell said the lights along State
and Normal will also be replaced
with brighter lights as a part of the
plan.
Siewers said there is an advance
sign on each side of the 15 mph
stretch of road, warning of the oncoming drop in the speed limit.
She said she expects these precautions to make the school safer
for walking, with drivers going
slower and pedestrians crossing the
street at the marked crosswalks.
Tougas said changes made to the
intersection of Regents Avenue and
Chestnut Street, which included
adding a crosswalk and widening
sidewalks, were also part of the initiative.
But she also said pedestrians are
still responsible for their own safety.
“It’s still imperative for pedestrians to take their own safety in their
own hands and make sure that vehicles are stopped before crossing
the road,” she said, adding that pedestrians should also use the crosswalks to get from one side of the
street to the other.
“It’s going to take awhile for drivers to get used to the change, but
the pedestrians should feel safer
crossing the road,” Tougas said.

dent from Louisville, and her sister
Isabela Sachs, a freshman, said they
visited the DSU Starbucks for the
first time on Saturday.
“I’ll probably be here all the time
on my breaks,” Gabby said.
Isabela seemed more excited
about the menu than having a new
place to spend her downtime.
“It’s great that I can get a vanilla bean Frappuccino on campus
now,” she said.
The coffee shop is smaller than
most locations, but carries almost
all of the same products, according
to Hackett.
“We will be accepting meal plan
dollars, cash, credit and Starbucks
gift cards,” she said.
According to Hackett, the location will be open from 7 a.m. to 8
p.m. Monday through Thursday,
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday and 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday. It will be
closed on Sunday.

on streets surrounding campus such as
Chestnut and East 13th Avenue.
“Our number one problem is theft,”
she said.
Although crime decreases overall after students leave, criminal activity over
the summer is slightly rising. With 89 reports, this marks the second year in a row
where crime at and around WKU has increased over the summer. Summer 2012
saw 86 reports of criminal activity, and 82
in 2011.

GRISE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

identify students who needed access or a classroom location changed to a more accessible floor.
Matt Davis, Student Disability Services coordinator, works with facilities to accommodate disabled students. Davis said he was hopeful Student
Disability Services caught any potential conflicts
as a result of the elevator repairs before the semester starts.
“If a student has a disability where it’s hard for
them — or impossible for them — to go up steps,
then we find an alternate location for that class to
meet, rather than on the top floors of Grise,” Davis
said.
So far, Davis said his office hasn’t received any
concerns or complaints from students.
Aside from students, three or four disabled faculty and staff members have had their classrooms
or offices moved, Huda Melky, Equal Opportunity
director, said. She said not everybody has heard
about the elevator’s closure, so her office will be
making more accommodations starting this week
as more people find out about the elevator’s absence.
“We definitely made every effort to make
changes in classrooms for faculty and staff,”
Melky said. “And if any faculty or staff didn’t know
about the elevator in Grise, they can definitely
communicate with us and we will make every
possible way for them to get their job done and be
comfortable this semester.”
Charles Harrison, maintenance services manager for Facilities Management, told the Herald in
July that the age of the elevator caused problems
that could have been a potential safety hazard.
“The leak is in parts that can’t be accessed
down in the ground,” Harrison said.
The elevator was scheduled to be renovated at
the same time as Grise, the next big campus project after the Downing Student Union renovation
and creation of the Honors International building.
However, Harrison said once the leak was discovered, the elevator was immediately taken offline to prevent further issues that could arise.
“There was no hesitation in the decision to shut
it down,” Harrison said. “Now it’s just a matter of
how quick the industry can provide the elevator.”
Which, he said, could be a while.
“An elevator is not like an item that you go to
the hardware store (for),” he said. “Big items like
this are custom built to fit your building.”
Once the parts are made, Facilities Management will have to tear out what’s currently in the
shaft and rebuild components to fit the new elevator. The new elevator uses the cable drive system, which will result in a quieter and smoother
ride.
“When you ride it next time, you won’t believe
how smooth it is,” he said.
The deadline for installing the new elevator is
Jan. 7.
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PTS adds 3 buses to White Line
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU students may have a little more
elbow room when it comes to riding
the Topper Transit Shuttles.
Jennifer Tougas, director of Parking
and Transportation Services, said three
buses have been added to the Transit
service this semester.
This brings the total bus fleet to 13.
Stephen Rowland, assistant director
of Transit Operations and transportation manager, said ridership was a reason for why new buses were added.
“Ridership predominately,” Rowland
said. “Our ridership was the highest
ever last school year.”
Other factors include increasing the
frequency of service and vehicle durability.
“When you’re carrying that many
passengers that frequently, that’s a lot
of wear and tear on the equipment,”
Tougas said.
The three new buses will be added to
the White Line, which travels between
Main and South Campus.
Tougas said the new buses will contain a special seating formation called
perimeter seating, where most of the
seats on the bus will face towardsthe
center as opposed to the front allowing
for easier access on and off the bus.
“So we’ll actually be able to hold more
passengers comfortably with the pe-

rimeter seating,” Tougas said. “So that
will help with some of our capacity
problems too.”
Rowland said there are plans to retrofit the older buses as well.
“We’re going to have a very modern
fleet,” Rowland said.
Rowland said that the new buses
cost approximately $370,000 each and
would last upward of 15 years, which is
more than a lighter duty bus or a van
would.
“So when you spread that cost over 15
years, it’s beneficial to purchase those
style buses,” Rowland said.
Rowland and Tougas said the buses
were paid for via a combination of federal grant money and through Parking
and Transportation department funds.
Tougas said the decision to add the
buses was part of the strategic plan for
the department.
“We have seen a shift away from students buying parking permits and toward students using transit,” Tougas
said. “And the kinds of transit services
that we’re providing, both on campus
and off campus, have really helped students live without cars.”
Rowland said there was no harm in
having a good transit system at WKU.
“Having a good transit system at the
university could be an attractor in the
future to draw students to Western,”
Rowland said.

WKU Alumnus COO
of Lonely Planet
BY KRISTINA BURTON
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM
As WKU students enter the beginning
of a new school year, it can be difficult
to choose what you want for lunch,
much less what you want your future
career to be, with all of the current options that are out there.
Daniel Houghton, an alumnus of
WKU who majored in photojournalism, more than likely didn’t think he’d
be helping to oversee a multi-million
dollar company a little over three years
after graduating, but that’s precisely
what he’s doing.
Houghton is currently the chief operating officer, or COO, at Lonely Planet,
which is the world’s largest guidebook
publisher. They publish guidebooks
all over the world in several different
languages. Houghton works alongside
the chief financial officer and chief
technology officer to run and manage
Lonely Planet.
Houghton said he owes most of his
success to the teachers he had here at
WKU.
“I couldn’t have asked for a better education,” Houghton said. “I challenge
any school in the world to provide the
education I got for what I was trying to
learn.”
Houghton said three people here at
WKU who really inspired him and stood
out among the rest — Tim Broekema,
James Kenney and Robert Adams.
Broekema, a photojournalism professor at WKU, said Houghton asked
for his advice about his position with

Lonely Planet.
“I told him, ‘Definitely ride this tidal
wave out as long as you can,’” Broekema said. “And obviously that tidal wave
became a tsunami.”
Kenney, another photojournalism
professor at WKU, said he was thrilled
that Houghton got the job, but it didn’t
really surprise him.
“I think we all knew he was going to
do great things,” Kenney said. “I don’t
know if we could have predicted that,
but I think we all knew he was going to
do something special.”
Adams, WKU Student Publications
Alumni Association director and previous boss of Houghton’s, thought the job
offer at Lonely Planet was really great
and was very pleased with it.
“That’s what this is all about — helping people get into positions to be successful,” Adams said.
Houghton has high hopes for his future within the company and the future
of Lonely Planet, in general.
“I hope to have a positive effect, work
hard and be successful,” Houghton
said. “I’m surrounded by great employees, so I have no doubt that will happen.”
Houghton also said that Lonely Planet’s mission is to help inspire and encourage people to travel, which he said
he’s done an insane amount of this year.
“Travel is a wonderful thing for society,” Houghton said. “It opens the mind
and is an important piece of life. It’s an
exciting thing to get to work on, and
it makes you get up and want to go to
work every day.”
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STAFF EDITORIAL

FULL STEAM AHEAD

WKU may be outgrowing itself
THE ISSUE: WKU’s national profile has grown exponentially
in the past few years. But this
growth has come at some expense. This cost will continue for
as long as WKU pushes forward
with construction projects and
growing its athletics department.
OUR VIEW: To its credit, WKU has
been hugely successful at balancing its budget with its desire
to grow its profile. As we wonder what WKU’s next move will
be, the Herald hopes WKU does
not expand beyond its means —
passing that cost onto students.

W

e don’t want to get
nostalgic here. You
won’t see any seniors
wagging their fingers
at freshmen, harassing them with
stories about how “back in their
day” as freshmen WKU was a lot
better.
It wasn’t.
However, as is the case with
most progress, the growth has
met its share of obstacles. The
football program may have sacrificed some integrity to be the one
to offer head coach Bobby Petri-

no his second chance, and WKU
definitely sacrificed $2.1 million
this summer as it chugged along
in its construction craze.
Admittedly, we at the Herald
have openly questioned if all the
construction and renovation is
worth the cost.
As WKU faced the budget crisis this summer, we openly criticized the construction of the new
Honors College and International Center and the Greek Housing
Project.
However, due to clever financial footwork, WKU managed to
find a solution in the numbers for
the budget shortfalls and pressed
on with construction without a
single pay cut or layoff.
And this risk-reward storyline
has been played out several times
in the past few years.
Though we’re all still waiting
to see how the Petrino hire turns
out, does anyone remember
when we questioned whether
WKU could hack it as a Division
I-A football program? WKU went
0-12 that first season.
But now the Hilltoppers are
being featured on the cover of
the sports section of USA To-

@MrNoFilterSmith
Y'all was twerking for chicken
last night, so y'all better be
twerking tonight. #WKU
Sent 12:57 PM - 24 Aug 13

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL

@AndreDowell
Walk out my dorm and see
hundreds of sorority girls running and chanting.
#GoGreek #WKU
Sent 2:44 PM - 25 Aug 13

@snix_lopez
Stop trying to make DSU happen. #wku #DUCtilliDIE
Sent 9:48 AM - 24 Aug 13

@Music_MySoul41
Uhhh, If you in college... and
you cant spell college... THEN
WHAT THE HELL YOU IN COLLEGE FOR?
In my #KattWilliams Voice
#WKU #WKU17
Sent 9:29 PM - 24 Aug 13
@chrisneelly
I'm so glad campus is busy
again!!! It's going to be a hard
semester but I can't wait to
see old friends and meet new
ones! :) #WKU #TOPS Sent 6:08
PM - 25 Aug 13
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day as Bobby Petrino — who we
believe to be a great hire, integrity aside — takes the helm of a
team who just attended its first
FBS bowl game. The team has
even received so much hype that
some news outlets claim it has a
chance to go undefeated.
And don’t even get us started
on basketball.
This year, WKU raised the average freshman ACT score from
21.4 to 22. The average GPA has
also risen from 3.14 to 3.19.
Though raising admission
standards shrank the freshman
class and would normally mean
less tuition revenue, WKU practically made up the difference by
the growing number of out-ofstate and international students
no doubt attracted to the expanding campus and blossoming athletics.
It seems like every year, WKU
pushes the envelope just a little
further, and somehow the student body walks away unscathed.
But we’re not proposing that
WKU continue to spend money
to make money.
What happens if the construction investments and higher-

profile sports didn’t yield more
out-of-state students this school
year and WKU’s budget had taken a hit?
Sure, we understand that hypothetical situations mean nothing when President Gary Ransdell has already proven himself to
be quite good at distinguishing if
the risk will be worth the reward.
But what is the plan when financial footwork won’t cut it —
when WKU either stops expanding or raises tuition to cover the
expenses?
A Herald reporter asked Ransdell about the possibility of a
raise in tuition to cover construction projects in May 2011 for an
article on WKU’s debt concerns.
“We’ll do projects, but I don’t
see projects coming out of tuition
going forward,” he said.
So as we start a new semester,
we want to acknowledge that this
is a great time to be a Hilltopper.
For now.

This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Heralds's
9-member editorial board.

VOTE: Is WKU outgrowing its
original calling as a directional
school?
No, WKU is going at
the right pace.

51

Yes, WKU is
outgrowing its
calling.

35

We'll see with more
time.

23

Editor's note: Herald polls are not to be considered a representative sample of WKU students, faculty or staff. They are meant to allow readers to have opportunities to provide
feedback on a number of campus issues. Poll data as of Aug. 26.
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The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE
ACROSS

Get social with the

College Heights Herald

@WKUHerald
@WKUHeraldSports

@WKUHerald

4

days until the
WKU v. UK football
game
CHECK THURSDAY'S ISSUE OF THE
HERALD FOR TODAY'S CROSSWORD
SOLUTION.

Download the
WKU Herald
app on iphone
and android!

1 33-Across topper
6 Points (at)
10 Trucker on a
radio
14 Former “Idol” judge
Abdul
15 Tie in chess
16 Cosmo competitor
17 Marx Brothers
shenanigan
18 Topnotch
19 Sugar bowl block
20 Long-eyed
stitching tool
23 Student’s Web address
ending
24 One on the other side
25 Right on time
28 Finally registered,
mentally
30 __ cheese dressing
32 Dinghy mover
33 Dairy Queen order
36 “The __ Baltimore”:
Lanford Wilson play
39 “__ Wiedersehen”
40 Picnic spoilers
41 Proverbial backbreaker
46 Main element in pewter
47 Dance in a pit
48 Soak up
52 Promotional theater
display item
54 Martini order
55 Theology subj.
56 Maine’s
nickname, and a hint to
the ends of 20-, 33- and
41-Across
60 Army vehicle
62 “I figured it out!”
cries
63 Craze
64 Gets older
65 Army status
66 Rags-to-riches
author Horatio
67 Murder mystery staple
68 Russian fighters

69 British city on the River
Aire

13 Workout unit
21 Nada
22 Beaten
DOWN
instrument
1 Black suit
26 Breathe after sprinting
2 Ottawa’s country
27 Yves’s “very”
3 Beatinarace
29 Pass idly, as time 30 Hair
4 “thirtysomething”
neatener
actor Ken
31 Exited
5 World’s largest
34 Sylvester and
ocean
Garfield
6 “Time is money,” e.g.
35 Cornfield cries
7 Golfer’s selection 8 Lion’s 36 Internet address
tresses
opening
9 Popeye’s kid
37 Cincinnati’s
10 Violin cousin
home
11 Song title words before 38 State-of-the-art
“You saw me standing alone” 1970s bike
12 Horror film street
42 Church agreement

43 Pitcher’s problem
44 Hard to find
45 Totally dreadful
49 Autumn color
50 Tightened, as
shoelaces
51 Dims with tears, as
one’s vision
53 A bit too happy at
happy hour?
54 Office workplaces
57 Spicy cuisine
58 Jingled
59 “A __ of Two
Cities”
60 Fighter’s punch
61 Self-regard

Instagrammies

@jayhaynes19: Ill never miss a
baseball game. #MyView #WKU
— Sent 8/25

@kyle_heller: Highest point on
the hill #wku
— Sent 8/21

@sarap243: My friend and I
are hanging out at the new
Health Sciences Complex! #wku
#wkunursing #wkupt — Sent 8/20

@caitlinann123: #GoGreek
#WKU #RUSHWeek
— Sent 8/20
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What is your opinion on Downing University
Center’s name being changed to Downing
Student Union over the summer?
"Students are still going to call it
DUC. And you know, that’s fine,
they call Egypt Lot Egypt and that’s
never been the name of that. To
me, it’s just not a big deal. … People like what’s familiar and that’s
great, and it took us a while before
we were no longer the state teacher’s college and Western Kentucky
State College."

“I think Downing Student
Union sounds more official,
and I know most schools use
union instead of center, but I
don’t like having to use three
syllables instead of the one, so
now I have to say DSU instead
of DUC.”

Nashville sophomore
David Russell

“My sister graduated in May
and I’ve always been around
WKU. It’s DUC. It [DSU] just
doesn’t roll off the tongue.”

“I like it. Everybody is going to
be over there, so naming it a
student union works.”

President Gary Ransdell

Jeffersonville, Ind.
junior Jacarri Fitzpatrick

Louisville freshman
Rebecca Woodburn

#TWERKFEST
Junior Jasmine Crawford dances on the
hood of a jeep in the Pearce Ford Tower
parking lot on Friday night during the
"Twerk Fest", which was announced by
the @WKU17 Twitter account earlier in
the week. The Twitter account is not associated with the university.
TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

The Latest in Campus News,
Sports and Trends

Follow us on twitter

@wkudn
WKU students can subscribe to the
Daily News Digital edition for just 99¢ per year.
Call 270-783-3200 and ask us how.

LIFE

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2013

WKUHERALD.COM

@WKUHERALD

THE REEL

The end of the
world feels
“Wright”

BY BEN CONNIFF
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

RUSH

Nashville freshman Holly Reynolds (center), a new member of Alpha Omicron Pi, shouts her first chant with her new sorority in front of MMTH during Bid Day on Sunday, Aug. 25. SHELBY MACK/HERALD

Number of bids increases by 75 during fall recruitment

BY MICHAEL MCKAY
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

Fall sorority recruitment at WKU
ended with the same cheering and
chants that fill the Hill every year.
But this year, the cheering may have
seemed louder.
The number of girls who went
through recruitment was up slightly,
at 460 compared to 434 last fall. The
number of girls who signed a bid was
up by 75 from the previous year, according to Recruitment Director Evelyn Cordeiro.
Nashville freshman Holly Reynolds was one of the 360 recruits who
signed a bid during the fall 2013 formal recruitment.
Reynolds knew from the first night,
at “Meet the Greeks,” which sorority
SEE RUSH PAGE B2

Nashville freshman Holly Reynolds (center) claps as the sorority recruitment orientation begins in the DSU Auditorium on Tuesday, Aug. 20. SHELBY MACK/HERALD

HOLLY TWEETS THROUGH RUSH
@HollieBritton23: There's nothing
like dumping your drink in your lap
in the middle of rush and ruining
your dress. #ClumsyForLife.
— Sent 08/23

@HollieBritton23: Signing that
@HollieBritton23: AOΠ for life!
bid card with confidence tonight #BestfriendsToSisters @craves77
#Rush #GoGreek
— Sent 08/25
— Sent 08/24

Director Edgar Wright won audiences over with 2004’s raucous
zombie romp “Shaun of the Dead”
and continued his success in 2007
with the buddy-cop comedy “Hot
Fuzz.”
Wright and stars Simon Pegg and
Nick Frost bring their “Three Flavours Cornetto” trilogy to an “end”
with the aptly-titled apocalyptic adventure “The World’s End” which is
out now.
Twenty years after an epic pub
crawl attempt goes awry, five childhood friends reluctantly reunite in
their hometown. Gary King (Pegg)
becomes fixated on attempting to
finish the drinking marathon once
and for all by reaching the 12th and
final pub known as “The World’s
End.”
Strung along by Gary, the men
face past traumas brought up again
by being back in Newton Haven.
They realize three pubs in that
the real struggle is for the future — a
point that hits home when the guys
unwittingly become humankind’s
last hope for survival.
Viewers unfamiliar with Wright’s
“Cornetto” trilogy may be wary of
an all-English cast or the deadpan,
sarcastic sense of humor that permeates British comedy.
Such humor is not for everyone.
So credit Wright and Pegg for evoking a broader sense of humor with
one of the year’s freshest, funniest
screenplays.
With non-stop laughs, plenty of
action and a cast of layered, welldeveloped characters, “The World’s
End” rarely misses a beat.
Concern was only briefly aroused
when the inebriated heroes made a
daring escape. Those circumstances felt contrived at first but turned
out to be logical once explained in
the film’s denouement. The twists
and turns along the way make for a
breezy late-summer comedy.
It helps when you have the dynamic comedic duo of Frost and
Pegg in starring roles, as well as the
cream of today’s most popular British actors in your supporting cast.
Look out for a scruffy Pierce Brosnan and an interstellar Bill Nighy in

SEE REEL PAGE B2

MIDNIGHT RIDE

Campus bus line can be your designated driver
BY KAYLA BOYD
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.
COM
A challenge with going out
on the town is finding a safe, dependable ride home, but a bus
line at WKU acts as a designated
driver for students who need a
ride downtown or to their apartment complex.
The Safe Ride service, known
as the Purple Line, made its debut last year and was affectionately coined “The Drunk Bus.”
Parking and Transportation
services partnered with the Student Government Association
and created the Purple Line in
2012 to replace Provide-A-Ride, a
fixed-route service WKU offered
in the past.
Available on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights from
10 p.m. to 2 a.m., a shuttle runs
from main campus to downtown, along Chestnut and College Streets, and to apartment
complexes down Creason Drive

and Campbell Lane, according to
the PTS website.
Stephen Rowland, PTS transit manager, said the line has 16
stops and completes its circuit
every 45 minutes. This year, three
new buses were added to the line.
“We had difficulty maintaining last year’s schedule,” Rowland
said. “I assumed traffic would be
lighter that late at night, but that
just wasn’t the case.”
Rowland said SGA wanted to
keep the line’s 15-minute run
time and in order to maintain
that speed, a third bus was necessary.
The Purple Line carried close
to 20,000 passengers last year,
Rowland said.
“We are taking inebriated students from behind the wheel,”
Rowland said.
One of the Purple Line’s drivers, Quinten Haynie of Bowling
Green, has been driving for the
line since it started.
Haynie also drives the Blue
Line and has been a WKU bus
SEE BUS PAGE B2

Lexington freshmen Alex Buckles (Left), Lexington freshman Ellen Stone, and Lexington freshman Miranda Jenkins, and Glasgow freshman Marcus Piper sing along to music playing on the
Purple Line bus on Friday night. "I am known for good music," said Quinten Haynie, the Purple
Line bus driver. Haynie creates his own mixed CDs for his weekend routes.
NAOMI DRIESSNACK/HERALD
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REEL

CONTINUED FROM LIFE

two of the year’s best cameo appearances so far.
“The World’s End” also
earns props for a clever blend
of comedy and science fiction. There are several elements that will have longtime
sci-fi fans drawing comparisons to “Invasion of the Body
Snatchers,” but as I recall,
Donald Sutherland never had
a pub crawl to finish.
Much of the action is derived from the science fiction
elements, nearly all of which
is played for laughs, similar to
Wright’s “Scott Pilgrim vs. The
World.”
Like in “Scott Pilgrim,”
Wright struggles with de-

Owensboro freshman Hannah Beth Roach (Left), Bowling Green freshman Casey Rice, Nashville
freshman Holly Reynolds and Evansville freshman Alexis Rentsch play with their phones in between
parties at the Go Greek event at the Carroll Knicely Conference Center on Wednesday, Aug. 21.
SHELBY MACK/HERALD

RUSH

CONTINUED FROM LIFE
she wanted to join, Alpha
Omicron Pi sorority.
“Every girl I talked to at
AOPi was really fun and energetic and like, as soon as I
walked in the room there was
so much energy and I already
knew I belonged there,” Reyn-

Nashville
freshman Holly
Reynolds takes
notes with her
Pi Chi group
during the Go
Greek event
at the Carroll
Knicely Conference Center
on Wednesday,
Aug. 21. SHEL-

BY MACK/
HERALD

olds said. “And throughout the
week, that never changed.”
“My second and third
would change, but my first
would never change.”
Madisonville junior Morgan Threlkeld, a Chi Omega member and Pi Chi, led
groups of potential new members through the recruitment
process. Threlkeld was Reynolds’ Pi Chi.

“All of the girls were great,”
Threlkeld said. “Holly particularly stood out because she’s
so cute and precious. But she
loved the whole experience.
She was excited from day one.”
Threlkeld said as a Pi Chi
she didn’t try to guess which
of the sororities the girls would
end up joining.
“It’s hard to tell,” she said.
“They can surprise you.”

BUS

CONTINUED FROM LIFE
driver for three years.
The stigmas that the riders of “The Drunk Bus” are always sloppy, sick or drunk are
not lost on Haynie.
However, he said he hasn’t
experienced much drama.
Haynie said only two people
have gotten sick on his bus,
which he was responsible for
cleaning up.
The weekends that the
Purple Line is the busiest,
Haynie said, are the first few
weeks of class and Homecoming Week. The most popular stop is at College Suites.
Albuquerque, N.M. senior
Matthew Dompreh lives at
College Suites and rides the
bus when he doesn’t have a
designated driver.
He said the bus gets busy
around the time when the
bars are closing.
“Sometimes right after Hilligan’s has closed, it’s so full

rivative set pieces. However,
watching the guys decapitate
and dismember all the blueblooded baddies never got
dull.
The “Three Flavours Cornetto” trilogy earns its moniker for a motif involving Nick
Frost’s characters and Cornetto brand ice cream in all
three films.
“The World’s End” depicts
Frost’s Andy Knightley yearning for a green-wrapped,
mint-flavored Cornetto after
the packaging gets whisked
up against a fence he’s standing behind.
Like Andy, movie-goers
yearning for a late summer
treat will find a satisfyingly
fresh comedy in “The World’s
End.”

you can’t even get a seat,” he
said.
Dompreh has never witnessed a fight on the Purple
Line — except for one time
when his friend was really
drunk and tried to start things
with another rider.
Dompreh said he feels safe
riding the Purple Line and
would trust any of his friends
to ride it solo and arrive safely.
Stops on the circuit are
appropriate because they include off-campus housing,
Dompreh added.
“It’s convenient and it
saves you from getting in
trouble with the police,” he
said. “You know you’re getting
home safe.”
If there’s anything students should know about the
Purple Line, Haynie said, it’s
that the stops on the route are
a done deal. The Purple Line
isn’t a taxi.
“We don’t take you where
you wanna go,” he said. “We
take you to our stops.”

PURPLE LINE STOPS
Pointe at Western
Daystar Village Apartments
Campus Pointe
Overtime
College Suites
Pointe at Gables
Regents Ave and Normal Dr
Chestnut St and Ogden Ave

North Chestnut
Tidball’s
Mariah’s
College St and Park Row
College St and 13th
The Valley
Keen Hall
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Student gains first-hand experience
through clinical program abroad
BY LAUREN LORANCE
DIVERSIONS@
WKUHERALD.COM
Broken doors and windows plague a Phase 2
medical clinic in a cold,
African town. As patients
swaddled in blankets
await treatment, fighting the chilling temperatures in a building without heat, frenzied nurses
rush to assist and diagnose the often long lines.
And students, like Louisville sophomore Jamie
Doctrow, observe the
clinic’s daily administering of blood tests and
sensitive handling of the
more serious diagnoses,
taking note for the day
when they’ll treat their
own patients.
Although Doctrow has
been in Gaborone, Botswana only four weeks,
the 19-year-old biology
and psychology major
has already gained a
first-hand look into the
country’s clinical system,
one that most only see in
televised infomercials.
“It’s hard to imagine
what the medical care
system here is like until
you’ve seen it for yourself,” Doctrow said.
“Though it isn’t always
the most organized and
efficient, they make it
work. They have no other
choice.”
Once a week, aside
from taking 17 hours of
classes at the University
of Botswana, Doctrow
participates in Gaborone’s clinical program as
part of her study abroad
requirements.
“I can see anything
from simple diagnosis to
immunizations to bandaging wounds to health
education
seminars,”
Doctrow said.
Doctrow estimates she

Louisville sophomore Jamie Doctrow (second from
left) is studying abroad in Gaborone, Botswana this
semester. Doctrow is participating in Gaborone's clinical program as part of her study abroad requirements.
SUBMITTED BY JAMIE DOCTROW

will rotate among six or
seven clinics, spending
two weeks at each, before
she returns to the United
States in mid-December.
But because she is not a
trained medical student
yet, Doctrow says she is
limited in how she can
help.
“One nurse did ask me
to draw blood, though I
of course had to say no,”
Doctrow said. “However,
I help in small ways like
recording things, fetching gloves or weighing
kids.”
Doctrow says she enjoys volunteering, reflected in her membership with Omega Phi
Alpha on campus, even
serving on the sorority’s
mental health committee.
Paducah senior Mary
Riley says her sorority
sister personifies friendship, leadership and service — the organization’s
three main principles.
“Jamie’s leadership and
love for service and other
people is shown by her
studying abroad this semester,” Riley said. “We
know she is making us
proud.”
Doctrow incorporates

service not only among
OPA’s walls, but wherever she can, according
to Louisville sophomore
and sorority sister Mallory Schnell.
“She is super determined and always puts
other people’s needs before her own,” Schnell
said. “Her love for volunteering is apparent in all
parts of her life.”
To Doctrow, she’s just
doing what she can.
“I just love to volunteer, so I’m always open
to doing it anywhere,”
she said.
This flexibility serves
well in a city where modernization is still trying
to break through Africa’s long-standing rural
backdrop.
And Doctrow says Gaborone, or "Gabs," as
she affectionately calls
the city, is the kind of
place where she long had
hopes of studying, not
in Europe or somewhere
she could easily vacation.
“I’ve always been interested in Africa and secretly dreamed of coming here, but I didn’t ever
think it would really happen,” Doctrow said.

THE REMOTE

Why it’s good to be “Bad”
BY RYAN PAIT
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

show’s creator, showrunner and writer
of many of the show’s episodes, is nothing short of a genius, probably on par
Actress Anna Gunn’s recent op-ed with Walter White himself.
piece for the New York Times ruminatGilligan has constantly pushed the
ing on why scores of people hate Skyler show to the limit from the beginning.
White has added to the multitude of
His characters get put into inescapreasons of why people are talking about able situations so pigeonholed that
“Breaking Bad.”
there’s no room to breathe.
Gunn portrays Skyler White on the
And then the show surfaces for air.
show, a longtime critical darling and re- The characters organically and ingecent ratings powerhouse for AMC.
niously escape the chokeholds
“Breaking Bad” centers on
Gilligan has put them in, and the
Walter White (Bryan Cranston),
storyline is (sometimes literally)
a high school teacher turned
blown back open again.
meth cook turned drug kingpin
This is why “Breaking Bad”
turned heinously awful person.
works so exceptionally well. The
As the wife of Walter, Skyler
show gets to the point where
represents the moral right to
it seems like it’s in endgame
Walter’s wretched wrong.
mode, and then it all reverses at
PAIT
So why do people hate her?
Columnist
the drop of a hat without ever
Part of it is the construction
seeming forced.
of the show. As it’s set up, “Breaking
Ridiculousness in the show’s overBad” encourages us to root for Walter
arching narrative is also handled with
and his cohort Jesse (Aaron Paul) in
grace. This show has featured a nurstheir meth-making adventures because
ing home explosion, a poisoned child,
their intentions are noble at the outset.
a high-stakes train heist and an indusAs a viewer, this also makes Skyler
trial-size electromagnet.
easy to hate, even though she’s repreAnd none of it ever feels out of place.
senting the side of the situation that’s
Within
the context of the show, and
essentially ethical — the “not cooking
thanks
to
some stellar writing, none of
meth” side.
these
elements
ever feels silly.
As Gunn says in her op-ed, Skyler’s
Some
are
repelled
by the show’s
similar to Betty Draper of “Mad Men”
trappings.
What
person
would watch a
or Carmela Soprano of “The Sopranos”
show
about
methamphetamine?
— the wife who is ruining the good time
“Breaking Bad” is about meth just as
of the main character, however bad that
much as “Mad Men” is about smoking
good time may be.
This moral spectrum that the char- or “Game of Thrones” is about dragons.
“Breaking Bad” uses meth to show a
acters navigate drives the show, and it’s
man’s descent into devilry and the efalso what drives audiences to tune in.
Consistently strong acting also fect it has on those around him. It’s a
helps. Cranston, Gunn and Paul give narrative for the ages.
It’s been said countless times before,
revelatory, nuanced performances in
but
the show is addictive. It’s as if Gillievery episode.
gan
and company have somehow digiAnd it’s not just me that thinks that:
tized
Walter White’s mythic blue meth
between the three of these actors,
and
worked
it into the airwaves that
they’ve netted 11 Emmy nominations
deliver
the
show.
over the show’s five years on the air and
And it’ll be a hard habit to kick when
won five so far.
The show as a whole has been nomi- the show ends in a month.
But as the show’s final-season marnated for 37. While accolades don’t always mean quality, they do here.
keting reminds us, all bad things must
It also helps that Vince Gilligan, the come to an end.
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‘TWISTED TRANNYS’
RETURNS

Mallory McQueen performs Miley Cyrus' song "We Can't Stop" during the
Twisted Trannys Back to School Bash on Saturday night. The event was also
an audition for a new member of the Twisted Trannys at Vino's in Bowling
Green. TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

Drag show returns to
State Street
BY CASEY DOWNEY
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM
State Street brought back sexuality and glamor once again, which
had been lost since the drag shows
of Ellis Place. Vino’s came alive Saturday night as the “Twisted Trannys” returned.
When the Herald spoke with
Nashville senior Simone Lampkin,
also known as Sammie Luvv, last
October, she feared for the future
of drag performances in Bowling
Green. The shows relocated to The
Twisted Tap and were very successful until the bar closed in April.
With the help of Vino’s, the artists
have a venue in Bowling Green
once again.
Working as a show director with
Adam Dobson, also known as Mallory McQueen, Lampkin spends a
lot of time organizing shows and
filling in as an emcee.
“I need all my first-timers to get
on the floor!” Lampkin announced
at the show, while Juvenile’s “Back
That Thang Up” started to play.
“Sammie is definitely more
suave than Simone, Simone is kind
of clumsy sometimes,” Lampkin
said. “Sammie is very smooth —
likes to get straight to the point.
He loves to make sure people are
having a good time; definitely a

people-pleaser.”
The auditions to become one
of the “Twisted Trannys” began
around 11 p.m. and Glasgow junior Elizabeth “Eb” Mckinney, aka
Monroe Fitzgerald, neared the
stage. Her mesmerizing mohawk,
styled by Dobson, had garnered
her much attention prior to the
show.
Mckinney performed a dance
set to Katy Perry’s single, “Roar.”
“Anyone willing to dedicate
themselves to the task of creating
and maintaining a character can
and should give it a try,” Mckinney
said.
As the clock neared midnight,
tension filled the room. The amateurs had performed for the first
hour and the veterans were about
to take the stage. Miley Cyrus
blared through the speakers and
the energy erupted. People lined
the stage area as Dobson, known
as Mallory McQueen, took over
the room.
Dobson had undergone a wardrobe change from a delicatelyadorned black dress to a tight-fitting skirt and cut up shirt.
“Thank God I’m a cute boy,
like thank God my mom’s cheek
bones are beautiful,” Dobson said
after the show. “Because, if not, I
wouldn’t look like I do as a woman

WKU musical theatre major, Eb Mckinney, lip syncs Katy Perry's song "Roar" during an audition for the Twisted Trannys' Back to School Bash. Mckinney, also known as Monroe Fitzgerald, won the audition and is now part of the Twisted Trannys group at Vinos in Bowling
Green. Mckinney said being a diva is empowering to women. TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

and wouldn’t have the body I have.”
Dobson said there are few places
where inspiration can not be found.
“I like to channel the avant garde,
I like to channel edgy, I like to channel the hood,” he said. “I like to channel everything. I did Shania Twain
the other day. And of course, Nicki
Minaj. Drag is forever evolving. You
can never stay comfortable in your
drag.”
Dobson is the subject of a short
documentary, “Loving Mallory,” shot
by WKU graduate Alyssa Orr. The
film sheds light on his personal life,
focusing on his involvement in the
drag scene.
There are four more shows booked
at Vino’s in the upcoming months,
scheduled for Sept. 7, Oct. 5, Nov. 16
and Dec. 7. Currently, admission is $5
for people 21 and up and $10 for anyone underaged.
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Geography professor moonlights as Hot Rod announcer
BY SAM OSBORNE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

It’s not commonplace for
childhood aspirations to come
to fruition. For Stuart Foster,
it’s a different story.
Foster, a WKU geography
professor and state climatologist for Kentucky, grew up with
baseball, playing until he was 20
years old. His love of the game
spawned an interest in taking
his talents from the diamond to
the press box as an announcer.
Raised 75 miles south of
Cincinnati, Foster became enthralled with Reds baseball in
the late 1960s. He was a teenager during the organization’s
Big Red Machine days, when
the Reds captured two World
Series titles.
Foster’s dreams of being a
radio broadcaster were put on
the back burner once his playing days ended.
Foster grew up listening to
Reds announcer Joe Nuxhall
on the radio and contemplated that career for himself.
“But I ended up choosing a
different path,” he said.
Foster, who has been at WKU
since 1988, said the opportunity
to be a color commentator for
the Bowling Green Hot Rods occurred organically.
Foster
was
exercising
downtown near Bowling
Green Ballpark last year when
he happened upon Hank
Fuerst, the current Hot Rods
radio broadcaster. Foster said

a simple conversation sparked
the opportunity.
“We started chatting and I
brought up the notion that I’d
be interested in sitting down
and talking with him sometime about coming up to the
booth,” he said. “We chatted
two or three times over the
winter months, and he said
he’d be happy for me to come
up and try it out.”
Foster has been able to call
around 12 games so far this
season. He said he came into
the season with the intention
to call around 20, but work and
other obligations have kept
him from doing so. However,
Foster has been able to get a
feel for the radio broadcasting
environment and what it entails, and he likes it.
“I’ve done it enough to get a
sense of what it is all about and a
sense of whether or not I like it,”
he said. “I do. It’s a lot of fun.”
Foster said calling the
games from the press box
gives him a completely different perspective of the game.
“As a broadcaster being
in the booth, you are there to
convey the story of what’s happening and give an interpretation of that to the listeners,”
he said. “You really are not so
much invested in the game as
a fan and rooting for one team
or another, you’re simply there
to do a job.”
Peggy Gripshover, a WKU
geography professor, said
baseball and geography share

WKU geography professor Stuart Foster started doing color commentary for the Bowling Green Hot
Rods earlier this season. IAN MAULE/HERALD
a strong relationship.
“Geographers have explored
a variety of baseball topics,” she
said. “Some research is centered
on baseball as a part of the cultural landscape, while other geographers have been interested
in looking at source areas for
baseball players and why those
regions produce more Major
League Baseball players than
others.”
Chris Groves, a WKU geography professor, said it has been
interesting to see his long-time

colleague pursue a lifelong
dream after being renowned
and successful in another realm.
“He’s very accomplished in
his field, but he’s a really good
example of how there really
aren’t any limitations,” Groves
said. “Baseball is very important to him, and he found a
means to incorporate that.”
Groves said college students often feel limited by
their major for future career
possibilities, but pointed out
that Foster is an example that

you can follow your passion if
you work hard enough.
“I think students believe if I
get a degree in such and such,
it means you aren’t allowed
to do something else with the
rest of your life,” he said. “You
can do anything you want all
the time if you just figure out a
way to pull it off.”
Foster plans to call one
game of the Hot Rods’ final
home season series against
the Lake County Captains this
weekend.

Bulgarian singer on scholarship at WKU
BY CASEY DOWNEY
DIVERSIONS@
WKUHERALD.COM
In a dark corridor of
the Fine Arts Center sits
a fair-skinned woman,
adorned in coral. Lilly
Drumeva, a Bluegrass
artist from Bulgaria,
stands for her introduction while wearing a
warm smile. Her bluegreen eyes glow beneath
the brim of her hat.
She finds a better-lit
area to talk, for the interview, where the sun
beams down onto small
couches.
Drumeva hosts weekly TV and radio shows
in Bulgaria that educate
the public on Bluegrass
music, and has been a
member of the band Lilly
of the West since 1996.
Upon receiving the Fulbright Scholarship this
year, she chose WKU
as the place where she
wanted to conduct research on the history of
Bluegrass music.
“The Fulbright grant
is an American exchange
program which brings
scholars from all over
the world together,”
Drumeva said. “This was
created in the late 40s
by Senator William Fulbright right after the war
to bring more peace and
cultural understanding.
Usually this grant is given
to people with outstand-

Lilly Drumeva of Sofia, Bulgaria, tunes her guitar before performing a song in
the Adams-Whitaker Student Publications Center. Drumeva performs bluegrass
and country songs with her band Lilly of the West. She met with the folk studies
department at WKU to do research for a book she is writing about the roots of
bluegrass music. AUSTIN ANTHONY/HERALD
ing achievements in their
fields; and for the first
time, this scholarship is
given to a person from
Bulgaria for Bluegrass
music.”
The results of her
work will be published
in the spring of 2014. The
book, “Bluegrass: More
Than Just American Music,” will be available at
WKU campus libraries
and book stores, as well
as her broadcasting station in Bulgaria.
“In this book, I’m going to show that Bluegrass is much more than
just American music,
because it is all over the
world,” she said. “There
is Bluegrass in Japan,
Australia, Bulgaria, Hungary, the Czech Republic,
everywhere in Europe.
Bluegrass is not just music, because the social aspect is even bigger than
the music itself. ”
Erika Brady of the
folk studies department helped in getting
Drumeva to WKU. The
two had met years prior
at the Leadership Bluegrass Program in Nashville. When Drumeva
first learned she’d received the grant, she
knew Brady was the person to speak with. Brady
accepted Drumeva’s application and WKU became the host institution
for her studies. Brady
also assisted Drumeva
with her research this
summer. Among other
things, Brady specializes in American tradi-

FOR A VIDEO PERFORMANCE GO TO

WKUHERALD.com
tional music, particularly
those associated with the
Commonwealth.
“(Drumeva) is a delightful person to work
with,” she said. “As an
accomplished musician,
she is very sophisticated
about the musical aspect
of bluegrass and other
American roots musical genres. It’s been fun
to fill her in on the way
bluegrass music came
into being, and deepen
an understanding she
has already has concerning bluegrass as not just a
musical style, but an expression of community.”
Drumeva aims to explore Bluegrass in a way
which will help her to
better understand its
culture and community,
as well as her personal
fascination that began
20 years ago while seeing
Emmylou Harris.
“I saw a beautiful
blonde lady who played
a huge Gibson guitar and
she sang beautiful ballads,” she said. “And when
I saw this show I knew this
was music I wanted to
play myself. I wanted to
be Emmylou Harris.”
Since forming a band
17 years ago, Drumeva
has released ten albums,
the latest one incorporating 40s and 50s style
swing music into classic
Bluegrass tunes.
In “Swings and Heart-

aches,” Drumeva and
her band revamp pieces
such as “Walkin’ after
Midnight,” by Patsy Cline
and “Lovesick Blues,” by
Hank Williams.
The late Patsy Cline is
another one of Drumeva’s idols.
“Patsy Cline is one of
my favorite musicians; she
is one of the greatest singers of all time,” she said.
“When she sings, she sings
every note, every phrase,
every word, even to every
breath she takes, her delivery is exceptional.”
Another source of assistance in Drumeva’s
research is RaShae Jennings, a WKU alum. She
received her master’s
degree in the track of historic preservation in the
WKU folk studies department and now works as a
curator of collections at
the Bluegrass Museum
in Owensboro.
“I helped Lilly to explore our archives and
better understand the
differences within Bluegrass music,” she said.
“Being the first Bluegrass
musician from Bulgaria,
we came across quite a
large file on (Drumeva)
herself. So we had a good
laugh about that.”
Drumeva has been invited to attend next year’s
ROMP Bluegrass Festival
in Owensboro.
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DOWN IN THE DIRT
Mud Run raises money for charity

BY JACOB PARKER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Students and teachers “got
muddy in Kentucky” at Phil
Moore Park on Friday as part
of the Mud Happens mud run.
The event was sponsored by
the Family Enrichment Center, a non-profit organization
whose mission is to empower
families and prevent child
abuse. This marks the second
year of the event, which has
been recently revamped.
The run was a 5K, full of obstacles created by mud to challenge the contestants. Initially,
there were only a few hills
made of mud to climb over
and a couple of trenches to
wade through, but the course
became more challenging as
the race went on.
Other obstacles included
sliding down the side of a
mud-covered cliff while hanging on to a rope, wading across
a river, climbing hay bales,
and crawling in mud pits under wire. The challenge ended
by climbing over and sliding
down an enormous mud hill.
Rachel Goodman, assistant
director of Campus and Community Events, said Thursday’s
rain was great for the event.
“They couldn’t have planned
it better,” she said.
Sandra Pence, the finance
coordinator for the Family Enrichment Center, said registration was up from last year, with
more than 600 participants
registered, 200 more than the
event’s first year.
“It’s been a little bit of chaos
but a lot of fun,” she said.
Pence said the Shark Tank,
which consisted of smaller
obstacles, was included especially for the children to enjoy.
“We wanted to do some-

thing special for the kids, because that’s what it’s all about,”
Pence said.
Lynn Hulsey, director of programs at the Family Enrichment Center, said they wanted
to create something new this
year for returning participants,
so they changed the course.
“It’s backwards from last
year,” she said. “There’s all new
obstacles. We didn’t want them
to be bored.”
Hulsey said the event is very
popular and she looked forward to the next mud run in
November, a run which will
include a zombie theme.
“People are out there enjoying themselves,” she said.
“This will be one of our biggest
fundraisers all year.”
Becky Sims, office coordinator in the WKU Office of Intramural Recreational Sports,
participated in the event for
the first time this year.
“I’m pleased that the event
turned out well for the organization,” Sims said.
Sims said she began her professional career at the Family
Enrichment Center. That, and
the opportunity to form a team
with her current co-workers,
convinced her to participate in
the event.
“We went into it with the attitude of ‘we’re not competing,
we’re completing for a good
cause,’” she said. “It was an
awesome team to have.”
When she came to the mud
wall task, Sims said that moment was when she became
aware you couldn’t avoid tasks.
“I’m afraid of heights,” she
said. “But my team coached
me through it.”
Stacey Forsythe, the office
coordinator for the Institute
for Rural Health, was also there
for the first time.

Gordona Papovic from Bosnia climbs through one of the obstacles during the Mud Happens Mud
Run on Saturday morning. Papovic is a member of CrossFit Old School in Bowling Green.
TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

“It was definitely hard, but a
lot of fun,” she said.
Forsythe said after being a
part of the Kappa Delta sorority, who is associated with the
Family Enrichment Center,
during her time in school, she
felt it was important to participate.
“As alumni, I think it’s still
important to participate in
philanthropy events and to
give back to the community,”
she said.
The Zombie Mud Run is set
to take place on Nov. 3, and will
be held at Skeleton’s Lair. Differing from the original mud
run, contestants will be given
flags representing organs that
“zombies” attempt to take
while chasing you through the
course.

Greenwood High School sophomore Andrew Hardin tries to climb
up a rope during the Mud Happens Mud Run on Aug. 24 at Phil
Moore Park in Alvaton. JEFF BROWN/HERALD
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WKU looks to build on success from last season
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Athletics Director Todd
Stewart has a motto for the
WKU athletics programs this
year — “A rising tide lifts all
boats.”
The phrase means that
improvement by one team or
player can inspire improve-

ment from other teams and
players, and Stewart said the
success the athletics department had as a whole last season has raised expectations
for every team this year.
“We had five different
programs win conference
championships for the first
time since 2009, and I would
expect us to add to that,” he

said.
In retrospect, the 2012-13
school year was one of the
most successful for WKU athletics in school history — the
football team reached a bowl
game, the men’s basketball
team went to the NCAA Tournament, the women’s basketball team posted an impressive turnaround, and the

Last season's

Football
Record last season: 7-6
Coach: Bobby Petrino
Key returning players:
RB Antonio Andrews,
WR Willie McNeal, LB
Andrew Jackson

Volleyball
Record last season: 33-4
Coach: Travis Hudson
Key returning players: DS
Ashley Potts, S Melanie
Stutsman, MH Heather
Boyan

softball and volleyball teams
each won NCAA Tournament

Countdown to

Soccer
Record last year: 12-5-3
Coach: Jason Neidell
Key returning players:
MF Lauren Moats, GK
Nikki Hall, MF Allie
Auscherman

games for the first time in
SEE REVIEW PAGE C2

FOOTBALL

KENTUCKY

Tickets still
available for
Saturday's
game vs.
Kentucky
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU coach Bobby Petrino talks to his players during football practice on Thursday, Aug. 15. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Toppers wrap up Fall Camp as game vs. Kentucky looms
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Kickoff is only four days
way, and after long summer
workouts in the weight room
and on the field, the Toppers
are finally ready for Week One.
Veterans and newcomers
reported to Smith Stadium for
Fall Camp Aug. 5 to prove to
coach Bobby Petrino they were

prepared for the season-opener against Kentucky at 6 p.m.
Aug. 31 at LP Field in Nashville.
Petrino opened practices to
the public for the first half of
Fall Camp, which hasn’t been
a common act at WKU in the
past. According to Petrino,
hosting open practices was
a good way to get fans more
personally involved with the
team.

“I think it’s great for fans
to come out and see the new
players and what we’re trying
to do, but it’s also good for our
players,” Petrino said. “Our
players like to look around and
see people watching them.
It energizes them and makes
practice go by quicker. All of
that was good and exciting for
our entire team.”
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE C2

WKU fans and students looking
to catch their first glimpse of the
Toppers this year can still purchase
tickets to Saturday’s season-opener
against Kentucky.
The game is taking place at L.P.
Field in Nashville, the same venue
where the teams played in 2011.
The announced attendance
for that night in 2011 was 24,599.
Ticket sales for the game this Saturday, which is scheduled to kick off
at 6 p.m., have already surpassed
that, according to Athletics Director
Todd Stewart.
He said total ticket sales for the
game at the 69,143-seat stadium
are around 32,000 right now, almost
three times more than were sold
before the game in 2011.
“I would say when it’s all said
and done, we’ll probably end up
with hopefully about three times as
many,” Stewart said. “It was 12,000
before and we’re at 32,000 now —
I would hope we move 4- or 5,000
more through this week. Hopefully
there will be a good walk-up crowd,
too.”
The game counts as a home
game for the Toppers, which means
WKU students will have special
benefits.
The first 4,000 students who
show up with their WKU ID will get
into the game for free. Students who
show up afterward can purchase a
ticket at the gate for $13.
Tickets are also currently available on Ticketmaster.
Stewart said he’s been pleased
with the increase in ticket sales
compared to two years ago.
“I just hope we get a good
SEE TICKETS PAGE C2

SOFTBALL

WKU introduces new softball coach Amy Tudor
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Topper softball
team has a new face leading
the program.
Amy Tudor, a member of
the inaugural WKU softball
team, was introduced as the
new coach of the Lady Toppers
at a press conference on Friday
afternoon in Diddle Arena.

Tudor is the fourth coach in
13 seasons for the WKU softball program
The 2002 WKU graduate
was a three-year captain in her
time as a player on the Hill.
She said she is thrilled to return to WKU as a coach.
“This is an awesome opportunity to return to where I
ended my career,” Tudor said.
“I feel that this is a very special

TV & Internet.
Your service.
Your way.
Visit twc.com/schoolsavings to sign up.

Last season
Record: 43-18
Conference record: 20-3
Longest winning streak: 12 games
Home runs: 50
RBIs: 699
Team batting average: .283
Strikeouts: 251
Stolen bases: 82

and unique place to be not
only as a student-athlete, now
as the head coach of the soft-

ball program.”
Tudor is replacing former
coach Tyra Perry, who accepted the same position at Ball
State earlier in August after
leading the WKU softball program to its first 40-win season,
Sun Belt Conference regular
season title and NCAA Regional appearance last year.
Perry recorded 196 wins in
her six seasons at WKU, the

most of any coach in school
history.
She has big shoes to fill, but
Tudor said she is excited at the
opportunity to pick up where
Perry left off.
“It’s one of those experiences that only really happen
once in your life,” Tudor said.
“I want to take it to the next
level. I want to build upon
SEE SOFTBALL PAGE C2
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CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
school history.
Coming into the 2013-14
season, Stewart and President
Gary Ransdell said they expect
even better results this year.
WKU’s success in recent
years helped pave the way for
the school to accept a bid to
join Conference USA in April.
With the school joining a
bigger conference, Stewart
said this season, it’s time for
WKU to succeed on a bigger stage and win postseason
games.
“To grow your identity outside of your region, you have
to have postseason success,”
Stewart said. “That means going to bowl games and winning bowl games, and that
means going to NCAA Tour-

naments and advancing, and
really prior to last year, men’s
basketball was our only program that had had postseason
success recently.”
He compared WKU’s situation to that of Florida-Gulf
Coast, a small school that
made national headlines
when its men’s basketball team
made a deep run in the NCAA
Tournament last season.
“How many people really
knew that Florida-Gulf Coast
had a basketball team this time
last year? Now you do,” Stewart
said. “Maybe you didn’t even
know they had a university,
but now you do. That’s what
can happen when you have
success at a high level in postseason play.”
WKU will field several
teams this fall looking to build
on last year’s success.
The Lady Topper volleyball

SOFTBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Amy Tudor,
submitted photo

what Tyra Perry has done with the softball
team last season and be able to take the
softball team to that very next level.”
Tudor has a strong résumé of her own.
She coached Indiana University-Purdue
University Fort Wayne to a Summit League
Tournament title and its first ever NCAA
Regional appearance last season and held
a .680 winning percentage (136-64) in her
four seasons as coach at IPFW.
Athletics Director Todd Stewart said Tudor’s consistency made her a viable candidate for the head coaching position.
“When our head coaching position
became available, it was imperative that
we hire the individual best prepared to
accelerate our program’s growth and lead
us to new heights,” Stewart said. “Amy’s
nine seasons as a head coach have been
marked by consistent success…She also
knows our program well and knows what
it means to wear WKU on the uniform.”
WKU also returns defending Sun Belt
Pitcher of the Year Emily Rousseau and senior infielder Amanda Thomas, the Lady
Toppers’ all time leader in home runs and
runs batted in. Thomas was named to
the second team All-Sun Belt Conference
squad this past season.
Senior outfielder Kelsie Mattox said the
more experienced Lady Toppers are excited to lead the group of underclassmen
and try to extend the success they saw last
season under a new coach.
“I think it starts with the senior class,”
Mattox said. “We’re definitely going to lead
the eight freshmen that we have and try to
build upon what coach Perry started. We’re
not done…we’re excited to get going.”

team was ranked No. 21 in the
American Volleyball Coaches
Association preseason poll,
and the soccer team was
picked to win the conference
in the preseason coaches poll
as well. The men’s basketball
team will look to defend its Sun
Belt crown and the Lady Topper basketball team will begin
its quest for an NCAA Tournament berth in November.
For the time being, though,
most eyes will be on the WKU
football team.
The bar has been set high
for the Toppers after last season’s historic strides and an
eventful offseason. The Toppers advanced to an FBS
bowl game for the first time in
school history last year, falling
24-21 to Central Michigan in
the Little Caesars Pizza Bowl in
December, before hiring new
coach Bobby Petrino and an

entirely new coaching staff after former coach Willie Taggart
left for South Florida.
Ransdell wants to see even
more eyes on the team — in
the stands. The Toppers are going to a BCS-level conference
and have a chance to compete
in the national spotlight this
season, he said, and it’s time
for WKU fans to support the
school like a BCS fan base.
“Our athletics department,
our football program, our
athletes have all bought in to
playing at the highest level,”
he said. “I don’t think our fans
have yet to fully understand
that and what it means.”
Stewart said he also hopes
the raised expectations and
publicity surrounding the
WKU programs encourages
fans to fill the stands at Smith
Stadium, Diddle Arena and
WKU’s other athletics facilities.

“I’d like to see more, and
I don’t mean that as a criticism – we’re appreciative of
the ones that come, they make
a difference, but we’d like to
see more,” he said. “We have a
20,000 enrollment and it’d be
nice to get more than 900 at a
basketball game.”
The overall development of
the WKU athletics programs,
though, has impressed Stewart, who has worked for the
program since 2008.
He said he hopes to see
even more success this season.
“It’s come fast — six years
ago we were in a one-sided stadium in the Gateway Conference in football,” he said. “So
it’s been a very fast development and it needs to continue
to grow, but I’m really pleased
with what I’ve seen over the
last few months.”

FOOTBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
But practices are now closed, and
business preparing for Kentucky is
being conducted.
WKU and the Wildcats will face off
one last time for the finale of a fouryear series. UK holds the all-time
edge in the series 3-1.
Last season, the Toppers converted a two-point conversion play in
overtime that gave the school its first
win over Kentucky and first win over
an SEC opponent.
Petrino said at the team’s Media
Day that there isn’t a better opponent
than Kentucky to start off the year.
“I don’t know if you could have a
better opener for us because it motivates you all winter long, motivates
you through spring ball, all summer
long,” Petrino said. “…we’d definitely
like to continue playing them.”
It may be several years until another red vs. blue rivalry is fought on the
gridiron after the announcement of a
three-year series between WKU and
Vanderbilt set to start next year.
But for now, Petrino and the Toppers have their sights set on getting
the season off with a win, something
the coach is used to doing. In his eight
seasons of head coaching, Petrino is
8-0 in season openers and holds a 4-1
record against Kentucky.
Kentucky first-year coach Mark
Stoops hasn’t announced who will
start at quarterback when the Wildcats look for revenge against the Toppers. The coach said that sophomores
Maxwell Smith and Jalen Whitlow
would receive playing time.
Last season, the Toppers defense
had a field day with Smith, picking off
the young quarterback four times.
Redshirt sophomore defensive end
Gavin Rocker said the defense will be
prepared for whoever lines up behind
center for the Wildcats.

TICKETS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
showing there,” he said. “It’s our home
game and I know UK will have a good
showing, it’s a great opportunity for a

Running back Antonio Andrews runs with the ball during practice at Smith
Stadium on Monday, Aug. 5. SHELBY MACK/HERALD
“Whoever they decide to play,
that’s who we’re going to go against,”
Rocker said. “And we’re preparing for
UK, not just one person.”
Not knowing the starting quarterback isn’t the only unknown about
Stoops’ first Kentucky team.
Like what Petrino has done at
WKU, Stoops brought a whole new
coaching staff with him to Lexington.
Petrino said the staff has had to
study multiple teams like Florida
State, coach Stoops’ former team, and
Texas Tech, former home of Kentucky
offensive coordinator Neal Brown, to
better understand what to look for
come Saturday.
“The challenge is you watch video
of where they (coaches) came from,”
Petrino said. “Obviously watching
Florida State defense, Texas Tech offense. I have gone against Neal Brown
when he was the offensive coordinator at Troy.

“Everybody formulates their team
around their talent. They’ll obviously
do different things than what we’ve
just studied on film.”
Playing as the underdog has been
the theme for WKU in each contest
with the Wildcats. According to Vegas
Insider, Kentucky was listed as a 4.5to-5 point favorite again over the Toppers.
The team doesn’t see it that way
— at least Sean Conway doesn’t. The
senior center, who has started every game at WKU since arriving on
the Hill, has fought the Wildcats in
the trenches for every game, but he
doesn’t look at the team as the underdog.
“I don’t really read into that,” Conway said. “We’re just going down to
Nashville to play ball. Just another
team…we want to win, obviously,
and that’s what we’re going to do.”

great win.
“It’s on ESPNNews, so the nation
will be watching, and bowl representatives watch and want to see what
kind of crowd you have, so I hope we
have a really good showing and the
way that ticket sales have gone, it’s

very encouraging.”
While Saturday’s game will count
as one of WKU’s six home games this
season, the Toppers will not play a
game in Bowling Green until Sept. 21,
when the Toppers face Morgan State
at Smith Stadium.
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

Toppers hope to improve before start of 2013-14 season
BY TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU men’s basketball
team won’t tip off the 2013-14
campaign for three months,
but the players have been
working all summer to prepare
for the upcoming season.
The Toppers will travel to
Wichita State to open the season on Nov. 12 as part of the
24-hour College Hoops Tip Off
Marathon.
Wichita State is coming off
one of its best seasons in program history after making a
run to the Final Four as a No. 9
seed before losing to the eventual national champion Louisville Cardinals, and while the
midnight competition will be a
first for WKU basketball coach
Ray Harper, the second-year
coach is embracing the challenge.
“It’ll be something different,” Harper said. “It should be
a great environment. It’s one
of the tougher places to play. I
can only imagine what it’s going to be like at midnight.
“I’d probably prefer to have
another game prior to that,
but if you’re going to play the
game, who cares when you
play it and where you play it.”
One obstacle facing the
Toppers is replacing former
point guard Jamal Crook.
Crook, the only graduating
senior on a team that won the
Sun Belt Conference Tournament last season, appeared in
123 games in four years and
was an intricate part in the
Toppers’ past two Sun Belt title
and NCAA Tournament runs.

The Louisville native averaged 12.1 points and four assists while shooting 47.8 percent from the field in his senior
season.
His absence leaves a hole
on the roster at, what some
people consider, the most important position on a basketball team — point guard.
But coach Harper will have
a handful of potential replacements at his disposal.
Senior guard Brandon Harris replaced Crook for a time
last year after Crook fractured
his foot.
Harris averaged 8.1 points
and 1.9 assists with the Toppers last season after transferring from Otero Junior College
in La Junta, Colo.
His experience from last
year makes him a favorite to
take over this season as point
guard.
But incoming redshirt junior Trency Jackson and redshirt freshman Chris Harrison-Docks are both eligible
to join the team in December.
Freshman Payton Hulsey will
also get some run at point and
could help fill in for Crook’s absence.
Harrison-Docks transferred
from Butler after playing two
exhibition games with the
Bulldogs in 2012-13. He will be
eligible to play at the end of the
first semester.
Another potential replacement is junior guard Kevin
Kaspar.
Kaspar averaged 5.3 points
and 1.7 assists in 2012-13 and,
after appearing in 20 games in
2011-12, is the most experi-

Men's basketball coach Ray Harper talks with reporters Wednesday, Oct. 24, 2012 during Basketball
Media Day at Diddle Arena. JOSHUA LINDSEY/HERALD
enced back-up point guard on son starts and that if he does ing 17.9 points and 6.5 assists
that, he could earn serious per game.
the team.
Harper said that his team
Harper said that the num- minutes in his freshman seahas depth at every position on
ber of potential replacements son.
Another newcomer has the court.
to Crook should create com“I think competition makes
petition in practice — 7-foot been added to WKU’s 2013-14
everyone better,” Harper
freshman forward Ben Law- men’s basketball roster.
Freshman guard Brandon said. “And when you can get
son is another newcomer that
coach Harper is excited about. Price has joined the Toppers as comfortable at your position,
Lawson is coming to the a walk-on and will be eligible whether it’s your job or whatHill all the way from Hitchin, to play at the start of the sea- ever, that’s when you’ve got
son, WKU said in a statement problems.”
England.
“I don’t see anyone able to
Harper said that Lawson Monday.
Price, a native of Radcliff, get comfortable in their starthas “tremendous upside.”
“You don’t see guys that are played at John Hardin High ing position. There’s always go6-11 that run, jump and shoot School in Elizabethtown for ing to be someone sitting there
the basketball like he does very four years, where he started for pushing them and because of
that, I think we’ve got an opthree seasons.
often,” Harper said.
The 5-9 guard was named portunity to be a good basketHarper said that he’d like for
the English forward to bulk up to the All-State second team in ball team.”
to 220 pounds before the sea- his senior season after averag-

Inexperienced cross country teams in “grind mode” to start season
BY ANDREW WEIGEL
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU men’s and women’s cross-country teams are
looking forward to the upcoming season after an offseason
of hard work.
“We’re just in that grind
mode right now, working to
get stronger so we can run longer distances,” Erik Jenkins,
Head Coach of both the men’s
and women’s teams, said.
The teams are exceptionally
young on both sides – there
are no seniors on the women’s
squad, and several freshmen
and sophomores are on both
sides.
Youth is expected to play a
big role in the development
of the teams early in the year.

Jenkins said he expects the
teams to take their lumps early
and improve throughout the
season.
“We’re going to keep getting better and hopefully by
the end of the semester we’ll
be where we need to be leading up to the Sun Belt Championship in Alabama,” Jenkins
said, emphasizing the youth
on both squads. “Our priority
is conference, regionals and
nationals, in that order.
If the young teams are going
to reach Jenkins’ expectations,
new runners are going to have
to step up. Luckily, Jenkins has
a couple of top returnees in
junior David Mokone for the
men and sophomore Lindsey Hinken for the women to
count on while the newcomers

improve.
Mokone, a native of Bultfontein, South Africa, boasted
top 10 finishes twice last year
and was WKU’s No. 2 finisher
in all six meets. He posted a
career-best 8,000-meter time
of 24:37.55 at the Greater Louisville Classic, and received
first-team All-Sun Belt honors
for the second-straight year
last season.
Mokone is expected to lead
the team after the graduation
of Joseph Chebet, who was an
at large qualifier for the Cross
Country Championships last
year.
Hinken, an Erlanger native,
emerged as the Lady Toppers’
top distance runner last year
as a freshman. She finished
first among Lady Toppers in

three of six meets and second
in the other three.
Hinken will be counted on
to produce good finishes for
WKU along with fellow sophomore Katie Lever.
The teams are heading to
Nashville on Friday for the
Belmont Opener at Percy
Warner Park, and Jenkins said
he’s looking for his runners to
step up and show how much
they’ve improved from the
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offseason workouts.
“I need five people who
are willing to line up and go
mano-a-mano and compete,”
Jenkins said.
He said their inexperience
might actually be his teams’
biggest strength.
“Our biggest strength is
we’re so young that we don’t
know any better,” Jenkins said,
“We’re just going to go out
there and compete.”
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Soccer team starts season with high expectations
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
When a team has come as
painstakingly close to claiming the Sun Belt Conference
title as the Lady Toppers have
over the last five years, expectations are going to be high.
Since 2007, the Lady Toppers have a combined 43 conference wins and a regularseason title in 2007, yet the
squad hasn’t quite been able
to finish off with a bang as
WKU has lost a pair Sun Belt
championship matches.
For coach Jason Neidell,
the only coach in the history
of the soccer program, expectations have never been
higher.
Players and coaches sense
that conditions are on point
for a title run and a first ever
WKU appearance at the
NCAA tournament.
No one is more aware of
the anticipation than Neidell
himself, who referenced the
record-setting crowd of 654 at
the home opener vs. Utah on
Friday as an example.
“For 654 fans to come out
and support WKU soccer,
that’s huge,” Neidell said after

the game. “We really appreciate the student body, McNeil
Elementary, and all of our
others fans for braving the
heat and cheering our girls on
today.”
Anchoring the squad that returned nine seniors from their
12-5-3 campaign in 2012 is senior midfielder Chrissy Tchoula, the preseason Sun Belt Offensive Player of the Year, and
senior defender Torrie Lange,
the preseason Sun Belt Defensive Player of the Year.
These two hold down a
Lady Topper midfield and
defense that has only allowed
three of their last 31 opponents to score multiple goals,
and finished with a .82 goals
against average rate in 2012.
WKU lost three starters
from last season and is picked
to win the Sun Belt Conference by eight out of nine
league coaches in the preseason poll.
Associate head coach Chris
Tinius said the squad’s biggest
objective is making it to postseason play.
“We’ve won a regular season championship and we’ve
been to the tournament final
twice,” Tinius said. “But the

one thing none of us have
ever done is gone to the NCAA
Tournament. It doesn’t matter
where we are picked in the
polls; that is our goal at the
end of the day.”
The experienced athletes
have more than just winning games on their plate this
season. They also face the
task of ushering in a talented
11-member freshman class.
These new faces are what Neidell believes to be the deciding factor in achieving the goals
set by his squad this season.
With all of these contributing factors, expectations are
at an all-time high and all the
spotlight is on the Lady Toppers.
Lange said his team can
match those expectations by
taking practice and games seriously.
“Nobody in the history
of WKU soccer has won the
title that we are seeking,” said
Lange. “We know that we have
a very, very good chance of
winning the conference tournament and making it to the
NCAA Tournament, but we
have to take it game by game,
week by week and practice by
practice.”

WKU freshman midfielder Haley Baldridge (Right) attempts to
avoid crashing into Utah sophomore goalie Lindsey Luke during
the Lady Toppers' 0-2 loss to the Utes. The game was the season
opener for both teams. IAN MAULE/HERALD

WKU senior midfielder Chrissy Tchoula battles for the ball with Utah junior forward WKU senior forward and defender Andrea Curry passes the ball during the Lady
Katie Taylor while Utah sophomore defender Megan Trabert watches. The Lady Top- Toppers' season opener against Utah. The Lady Toppers would lose the game 0-2.
pers would lose the game 0-2. IAN MAULE/HERALD
IAN MAULE/HERALD
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Princeton freshman Nathan Wilson shows his card deck.

Princeton freshman Nathan Wilson hypnotizes a student outside of McCormack
Hall during a MASTER Plan event. Wilson said his favorite type of hypnosis is making someone feel like they are on a drug like alcohol or marijuana.

Princeton freshman Nathan Wilson does a magic trick for freshman Angelica Guerrero and
sophomore Shelby Baker outside of the AcademicComplex.

Magic
Man

A crowd of MASTER Plan students
gathered around and watched in
amazement as a WKU student stood
with her eyes closed and her body in a
stiff trance.
Princeton freshman Nathan Wilson
could be heard counting backwards.
“Three, two, one — awake,” Wilson
said.
The MASTER Plan student opened
her eyes. Wilson walked away, leaving
more MASTER Plan students amazed
after seeing a live hypnosis.
Wilson grew up performing magic.
“I’ve been interested in doing magic
since I was 8 and actually started doing
magic when I was about 13,” Wilson
said. “My family is very supportive of
me and my dad has taken me to America’s Got Talent, Clarksville’s Got Talent,
and he has gotten me shows.

Photos and
story by
Tyler Essary

“He absolutely loves it.”
Wilson wants to further his magic
and eventually make it a career.
“I want to make an impact on people’s lives and I want to be there for
magic because magic has been there
for me,” he said.
A new outlook on life has changed
the way Wilson sees the world.
“It wasn’t until I beat my depression
at about the age of 16, is when I started looking at the world as a beautiful
place,” he said. “I always try to project
positivity because the more awesome
you put out in the world, the more of
that returns to you.”
Wilson said he is excited for his
freshman year on the Hill.
“I think it will be tough balancing
friends, family, performing and school,
but I think it will be worth it,” he said.

